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PREFACE

These design and construction guidelines for microtunneling
have been created by a group of engineers, owners, contractors,
suppliers, and manufacturers working over the past several
years. The changes to these microtunneling guidelines take into
account many of the advances that have occurred since their
original publication in 2001. A number of new sections have
been added. Many of the existing sections have been updated
because of changes in technology as well as changes in construc-
tion that make microtunneling a more acceptable means of
construction.

Sections have also been expanded and modified so that those
reviewing the guidelines can best understand what is needed
in detail in order to undertake a microtunneling project. In addi-
tion, the methods for preparing construction contract documents,

Standard Design and Construction Guidelines for Microtunneling

including drawings, technical specifications, and contractual
specifications, have been updated. The qualifications of contrac-
tors who construct a microtunneling project as well as those of
the engineers who design them have been updated.

The committee that worked on these guidelines acknowledges
that there have been significant improvements in best prac-
tices and technology since 2001. No document, including this
one, can encompass all of the issues on a particular microtun-
neling project. In addition, improvements in best practices and
technology continue to evolve so quickly that consideration of
these guidelines in connection with any project must take into
account not only the specific characteristics of the particular
project but also further improvements in best practices and
technology.
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