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This foreword shall not be considered a part of the standard; however, it is offered to provide background 
information.

ASSE standards are developed in the interest of consumer safety.

Hand showers, sometimes identified as “telephone showers,” provide a desirable means for bathing as well 
as some therapeutic services. ASSE has recognized that these devices, due to their mobility in service, 
can create unsanitary conditions in the potable water lines unless preventative means are provided in the 
installation.

Loss of water supply pressure can create a condition in which contaminated water can be caused to backflow 
into the potable water lines. This could occur when a hand-held shower is submersed in non-potable water, 
therefore it is essential that adequate means to protect against backflow be provided.

Loss of water pressure is not a frequent occurrence, but it is a possibility. Many plumbing codes mandate 
that all hand-held shower installations be provided with means of protecting against backsiphonage and 
backpressure conditions.

This performance standard has been developed around well established and extensively field-tested 
principles for backflow prevention devices of this class. ASSE 1014 is intended for backflow prevention 
devices that are separately attached or integral to hand-held showers, while relying on ASME A112.18.1 
Plumbing Fixture Fittings for the remaining performance requirements. Other devices such as those 
complying with ASSE Standard #1001 and ASSE Standard #1011, when installed in a properly designed 
system, can provide equivalent protection from backsiphonage and/or backpressure.

Recognition is made of the time volunteered by members of this working group and of the support of 
manufacturers, who also participated in meetings for this standard.

This standard does not imply ASSE International’s endorsement of a product that conforms to these 
requirements.

Compliance with this standard does not imply acceptance by any code body.

It is recommended that these devices be installed consistent with local codes by qualified and trained 
professionals.

This standard was promulgated in accordance with the ASSE Procedures for Standards Development as 
approved by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).

Foreword
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Performance Requirements for  
Backflow Prevention Devices  
for Hand-held Showers 

Section I

1.0	 General 

1.1	 Application
This standard provides performance requirements for backflow prevention device(s) for  
handheld showers (herein referred to as the “device”) in the interest of health and safety.

1.2	 Scope and Purpose

1.2.1	 Description
These devices provide backflow protection against backsiphonage and backpressure in handheld 
showers. These are separate devices or are integral with handheld showers, tub fillers, flexible 
hoses, or components that are attached to a shower system. The device shall include two 
independently acting check valves in series or a check valve in series with a vacuum breaker 
feature. 

1.2.2	 General Requirements
The device(s) and associated components shall comply with the requirements of this standard and 
the applicable requirements of ASME A112.18.1 / CSA B125.1, unless stated otherwise herein.

1.2.3	 Minimum Working Pressure
The device shall be designed to withstand an inlet working pressure of a minimum of 125.0 psi 
(861.9 kPa).

1.2.4	 Temperature

1.2.4.a.	 Temperature Range
The device shall be designed to function at temperatures from 40.0 °F to 120.0 °F (4.4 °C to 
48.9 °C).

1.2.4.b.	 Maximum Temperature Spike
The device shall withstand temperature spikes up to 150 °F (65.6 °C).

1.2.5	 Connections 
Connections for non-integral devices shall conform to ASME A112.18.1 / CSA B125.1.

1.2.6	 Two Check Valves 
Devices with two check valves in series shall comply with ASME A112.18.3 as a fitting with 
internal backflow prevention device.


